
Food Processing Regulations as it Applies
 to Shared Use Commercial Kitchens

Federal Regulations

US Department
 of Agriculture

US Department of
Health and Human

Services

US Department
of Justice

USDA FDA ATF

Eggs, meat, poultry and
 meat products: >2%

cooked, >3% raw
poultry

Meat/poultry
processors are 
required to take

HACCP
training

Seafood and all
other food
products

Alcoholic
beverages

greater than 0.5%

Seafood & Juice
processors are

required to take
HACCP training

Acidified & low-acid
canned processors are

required to take
BPCS training

Acidified & low-acid
canned processors need
to file process and send

product for testing at
UMaine

Bioterrorism Act 2002: All
processors must register

facility with FDA

United States Department of Agriculture (USDA)
Food and Drug Administration (FDA)

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and 
Explosives (ATF)

Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point (HACCP)
Better Process Control School (BPCS)

University of Maine, Dept. of Food Science and 
Human Nutrition (UMaine)

BPCS and Seafood 
HACCP training

are offered at UMaine



Food Processing Regulations as it Applies
 to Shared Use Commercial Kitchens

State Regulations

Municipal 
Regulations

Zoning and Comprehensive Plan Regulations

Planning Board Regulations on Construction

Building Permits

Business Licensing

Maine Department
 of Agriculture

Maine Department
 of Agriculture

Quality Assurance
and Regulations Animal Health

and Industry

Food Licenses* and 
inspections for all
foods except dairy

products Dairy and cheese
inspections

Will pre-inspect
space for suggestions

and give you a copy of 
Maine Food

Code

Potentially hazardous (P.H.)
foods: food testing at

UMaine

P.H. Foods require refrigeration
as only hurdle for microbial

growth and cannot be processed
in the home kitchen (ex. pesto)Sometimes contracted by

USDA & FDA 
for Inspections

Maine Health and Environmental Testing Laboratory
for water testing (well water)

*Common types of food licenses in Maine:
Home food processors

commercial food processors
Mobile food vendors (farmer's markets)


